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“| have here proved, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that the Fathers of the Church, that 
‘the Canons of the Church, that the writers 
on Public Law, that the Common Law of 
‘ England, that the Statute Law of England, 
all clearly show, that persons in want of 
* sustenance or raiment necessary to preserve 
wr life, and unable to obtain them otherwise 
than by taking them without the consent of 
a theowner, have a right to take them. But, 
what need had we of any authorities on the 
subject ? What need even of reason? Who 
is there, upon the face of the earth, except 
the monsters that come across the channel of 
St. George; what beings in hyman shape 
are there upon the face of the earth, except 
those monsters, who have the brass, the hard 
hearts, the brazen faces, which enable them 
coolly to talk of the‘ MERIT,’ of the ‘ PRO- 
PER CONDUCT,’ of the degraded crea- 
tures, who, amidst an abundance of food, 
amidst a * SUPERABUNDANCE of food,’ 
lie quietly down and receive the extreme 
unction, and expire with hunger? Who, 
upon the face of the whole earth, except 
these * the ruffians’ by excellence, who, 
except these, the most insolent and cruel 
ruffians that ever lived, will contend, or will 
dare to think, that there ought to be any 
force under heaven to compel a man to lie 
down before a crammed larder, and expire 
with hungeg!”"—Poor Man's FRIEND: 1626, 

























POOR LAWS FOR IRELAND. 





TO THE 
READERS OF THE REGISTER. 


ly Preps, Barn-Eim Farm, 12th May, 1829. 


Ix my last, | showed up those literar 
spn the “ Broopy ‘On Ties.’ 
yt the base and stupid Quarrer.y 
rhea I am now going to show up, 
* & Member of Parliament; God for- 
or I might be banished for life ; but, 
“ors of the newspapers, who have 
» on the above subject, what 


. names are, it seems, VicLizrs 
ant, and who was, a8 you may re- 


» *6t, one of the men chosen by the 


Y Call @ speech of an “ in-doors” man, 


forty-shilling freeholders of lreland, and 
who, as the newspapers told us, thought 
proper to express his assent (reluctant 
assent) to the Bill by which these poor 
men were disfranchised! ‘To this faith- 
ful representative of the poor, but.auntil 
now not distranchised, people, the news- 
papers have given a speech as having 
been delivered on Thursday last in the 
House of Commons. This speech, as it 
is called, is as fine a specimen of /i- 
terary robbery, of historical ignorance, 
and of political nonsense, as I have ever 
met with. It must be a newspaper fa- 
brication: it is impossible that some 
scores of grown-up men could have sitten 
for an hour to listen to such stuff as the 
whole thing (the stolen parts excepted) 
consists of. I do not, therefore, speak 
of the thing as being this man’s speech; 
I speak of it merely as a publication in 
the newspapers ; and if there be any one 
who has the courage to father it, let him 
come forth and tell us his name. I 
should be sorry, however, to be compel- 
led to believe, that the stuff did proceed 
from the lips of this Sruarr ; for, then, 
I should be obliged to acknowledge, that 
the poor forties deserve to be disfran- 
chised for having chosen such a man. 
To leave this author no room for com- 
plaint, I will take from his speech, as it 
is called, but which I must deem a fabri- 
cation, the several passages on which [ 
shall make remarks ; beginning with the 
playiarism, or literary robbery ; that 
is to say, the uttering as your own, 
thoughts, arguments, statements, or opi- 
nions, which have before been pudlish- 
ed by another, and this too without hav- 
ing the honesty to say, that you have 
borrowed them from that other. This is 
an offence in the eye of the law; and 
though the newspaper proprietors call 
this thing “a speech in Parliament,” 
that would not protect them against an 
action at law for piracy committed on 
my copyright. At any rate this piracy 
is a t moral offence: it is an act 
which, above all others, indicates ge- 
nuine meanness and distress of soul! At 
a man, protected by his seat in Parlia- 
ment, were to do sich a thing, he would 
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be the basest 7 e reptiles ; 
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hecause he would be making use of bis 
privilege to rob authors of their merit, 
which he would, through the means of 
the newspaper press, cause to pass for 
his own, and that too free of cost! Such 
a reptile would deserve to be literally 
trodden upon and crushed flat. 

In the first place, the proposition it- 
self is a gross and an abominable pla- 
giarism. Poor Laws for Ireland; I 
mean the proposition for such Poor Laws; 
this proposition is as much my exclusive 
property, as the invention of the spin- 
ning-jenny (or whatever other thing tt 


was) was the exclusive property of 


Arxwricur or Pern, or some of those 
fellows, I forget which. You, my friends, 
will recollect, that for about twenty 
years the principles of Maxruvs, and 
of the advocates of the delightful pota- 
toes had been in vogue. Potatoes had 
been used instead of bread by Ministers 
of State, by the King’s Household, and 
accounts of this were published in order 
to induce all the people to do the same. 
And with regard to poor-rates, they were 
looked upon as the greatest misfortune 
and the scourge of England: no evil 


could be mentioned of which the poor- 
rates were not said to be the cause; 
they were the cause of the miseries of 
the people; and the cause of all the 
crimes that were committed. Several 
Acts were passed to give a check to 
them: Srurnces Bourne’s select ves- 


tries: hired overseers: several other 
things were done, and bill afier bill 
were brought in with a view of putting 
an end to the poor-rates altogether. 
You cannot have forgotten the grand 
effortot Lawynr Scagterr. Very soon 
alter this last effort was made, Ireland 
being in a state of great distress, 1, who 
had touched upon the subject several 
times before, proposed distinctly that 
there should be poor-rates for Ireland ; 
and that the cultivation of potatoes ought 
to be discouraged, though I had attack- 
ed the potato affair several years be- 
fore; and itis Chrious enough that I 
made the first collection of facts for the 

of maintaining my doctrine hos- 
tile, to. potatoes, at the Grance near 
Ataesgorp, in Hampshire, from an old 
set of 's Magazines, which 
belonged to the then master of the house, 
Lo ewr¥ Srvarrt, the father of this 


To tHe Reavers. 


\“in E 


~ Stvaat, to whom this stupid i « they 
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speech is ascribed, and who had com 
into the world just about a year before 
that time, This speech has the merit of 
calling the potato a “ rotten crutch”: 
and, indeed, amongst those who deriva 
their power from things quite as rotte, 
as potatoes, 18 now-a-days as much 
the fashion to abuse potatoes, as it wa 
‘for many years the fashion to abuse m 
for having written against the lazy ani 
detestable root.. Huskisson said, the 
other day, that ‘* a nation could hard) 
“experience a greater evil, than to 
* have the potato for the generat food of 
“¢ its people!” You remember, my triends, 
how grossly and infamously I was abused 
for my opinion about these potatoes; 
not more, however, than about the poot 
laws for Ireland. At the very time they 
were bringing measures into Parliament 
for abolishing poor-rates in England, | 
said, that the only remedy for the evils 
of Ireland was the introduction of the 
poor laws and of the poor-rates ; that no 
good ever could take place without thet. 
That landlords never would reside ; and 
that it would be impossible to preven! 
ireland from becoming too miserable # 
be kept in order, unless the poor laws 
were introduced. 1 was abused, I wa’ 
ridiculed. In short, every thing wa’ 
done in order to convince the public, 
that I was a person not to be attended 
to. Two years later, I, in the “ History 
of the Protestant Reformation,” entered 
more fully into the subject, ‘and showed 
that the poor laws had been unjus!y 
withheld from Ireland by the she-ty raul, 
Ovp Bess, at the time when the people 
of England extorted them from her tears 
In paragraph 337 of the work just met 
tioned, I expressed myself thus. “\" 
“[Trishman, who has a thousand te 
‘been ready to expire from starvalie! 
‘in his native land, goes to America, 
“and there, in a foreign land, he," ™ 
‘ want, finds at once an overseer 0! the 
‘‘ poor ready to relieve him. An ® 
“ such monstrous, such erying injus!ic 
“as this, still to be allowed to exit: 
“ The folly here surpasses, i! posi 
“the injustice and the cruelty. *™ 
“ English landholders make the !a¥* 
“we all know that, They subyes 
** justly subject, their own, estalé® 
“ assessments for the relief of he 
ngland ; ; while they oe 
exonerate the estates of the 
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‘Jandholders from a like assessment,| which I have not brought forward and 
‘and choose rather to tax themselves} exhausted long ago! It is, therefore, 
‘ and to tax us and tax the Irish besides, | barefaced plagiarism: impudent literary 
‘ for the purpose of paying an army ™ robbery, for any man to put torth a 
‘keep that starving people from ob- | publication like this, whether he call it 
‘ taining reliet by force! Lorp Liver-| a speech or not, without acknowledging 
eoot, when the Scotch Lords and the source whence he has taken his 
others applied to him, in 1819, for a thoughts and his arguments. If he were 
erant out of the taxes, to relieve the to make a real speech about this in the 
starving manufacturers in Scotland, | presence of any company of honest men 
very wisely aud justly said, *No:jin the country; in any company not 
‘have poor-laws, such as ours, and consisting of mean, base, unprincipled, 
‘then your poor will be sure of relief.’ | and profligate, and corrupt blackguards, 
Why not say the same thing to the he would be compelled to acknowledge 
Trish landholders* Why not compel | the party to whom he was indebted for 
them to give to the people that which | the matter of his speech; a set of sen- 
is their due ? Why is Ireland to be) sible and honourable men would spit 
the only civilized country upon the| upon him, of cause him to be kicked 
face of the earth, where no sort of out into the kennel, if he pretended to 
settled, legal provision is made for claim originality in this case. 
the indigent, and where the Pastors; Let us see, then, what it is likely they 
are, at the same time, total strangers, would say when they came to that part 
to the flocks, except in the season of| of his affair wherein he speaks of the 
shearing ? Let us, at least as long as | cause of the difference between the state 
this state of things shall be suffered to | of England and that of Ireland. We 
exist, have the decency not to cry out, will here, in order to exhibit this pla- 
quite so loudly against the ‘ outrages | giarist in his true light, place the cor- 
of the Irish,” responding passages opposite each other 
Is there any argument brought for-| on the page. 
Ard in favour of this proposition now, 



















PRETENDED SPRECH. PROTESTANT REFORMATION. 


Vhy was it that commerce, wealth, manu- Whence comes it that this contrast has so 
tures, aud industry formed the charac- long existed? The soil and climate of Ireland 
istic attributes of Great Britain’; while [re- are as good as those of England. The islands 
bd, with a climate as genial, a svil as fertile, aré but a few miles asunder, Both are sur- 
ve birth to no manufactories, no commer- rounded by the same sea, The people of the 
speculation, accumulated no capital, but former are as able and as willing to labour as 
s the universal prey of poverty and destitu- those of the latter. Whence comes it, that 
b? Had these distinctions between the two this contrast, so uafavourable to Ireland has 
niries heen at all times as apparent as at so long existed? ‘The answer to this interest- 
sent: ing question we shall find by attending to the 
different measures, dealt out to the two peo- 
ple, during the long and cruel reign of which 
we are now spéaking; and we, at the same 
time, trace all the miseries of [freland back, 
at once, to that “ Reformation,”’ the blessings 
of which have, with such persevering false- 
hood and hypoerisy, been dinned in wur ears 

for ages. 


Hlaving stolen the thought with re-| will perceive that he wriggles and 

t to the wonderful contrast that the| shuffles about a good deal; that he tries 
’ Countries exhibit at this time, the| to disguise the’ source whence he takes 
piarist Next comes to show the cause | tlie matter ; and that he wishes to make 
causes of the contrast, which cause |it appear by the context, that the Re- 
traces back to the commencement of formation was, upon the whole, a good 
Sorestant Revormation. You| thing: you see him at all these tricks ; 
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thorough Protestant; that is to say, in- 
variably committing plunder: commit- 
ting plunder upon somebody or other ; 


PRETENDED SPEECH, 


It was only necessary to follow the history 
of the two couutries since that date, in order 
to discover what had led to the extraordinary 
superiority of the one over the other. From 
the commencement of the reign of Henry 
VIII. to the end of that of Elizabeth, the cry- 

g evil of the kingdom, from one end to the 
other, was pauperism and mendicancy. No 
sooner had the property of the endowed monas- 
teries and abbeys, from which the poor had ob- 
tuined assistance and enjoyments, been trans- 
ferred to lay impropriators, than the increase 
of poverty diminished the value of the land, 
aud it was followed by the abandonment of all 
foresight and provision, and a reliance upon 
casual alms and charity. At length, tosucha 
height did the evils arise, ‘that recourse was 
had to laws of the most severe and sanguinary 
nature, both in this country and Scotland; 
but the brand, the scourge, and the stocks were 
iteffectual in checking the progress of the 
evil; even death iself was in some instances 
resorted to. But the system of severity having 
totally failed, people began to consider whe- 
ther relief was not better than punishment ; 
and whether a little pecuniary assistance, 
under proper rules and regulations, might not 
tend todimiaish the growing evil. That, there- 
fore, which before was looked upon asa crime, 
was now only regarded as a misfortune; and 
the 5th and 43d of Elizabeth gave the poor 
man his charter of independence, aud his 
right to relief was accompanied by legal 
enactment, A change was soon observable in 
the habits, manners, and condition of the 
people; as they were regarded by their coun- 
try, they began to regard themselves. Since 
that period England had advanced progres- 
sively, he would not stop to ask how; but ra- 
ther, why Ireland had not advanced pari passu 
with England? I have, continued the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, already pointed out the 
time when the improvement of England began. 
It was at the period of the Reformation, when 
the abolition of convental establishments de- 
prived the poor of their accustomed relief, that 
the enactment of the Poor Laws took place. 
At that time, the condition of the poor in the 
two countries was nearly alike, and there is 
every probability for believing, that if a 
similar change had taken place in [reland, the 
same result would have eusued in both coun- 
tries. The wretchedness and misery which 
prevail in Ireland follow necessarily as the 
consequence of the poor beiug ina great mea- 
sure unprotected by any laws for their support 
in distress, and being left to such casual re- 
lief as chance may throw in their way, 


To rar Reavers. 
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but still you will find him to be a real | but, in this case, upon me. Let us now 


| 


hear him on the lett hand side, and hear 
the Protestant Reformation on the other 
side. 


PROTESTANT REFORMATION, paragraph 49, 


The Act of 27 Henry 8th, chap. 25, heeua 
the poor laws, the monasteries were vot ac- 
tually seized on till the next year; but the 
fabric of the Catholic Church was, in fact, 
tumbling down; and, instantly the country 
swarmed with necessitous people, and ope 
begging, which the Government of England 
had always held in great horror, began to dis- 
rrace this so-lately-happy land. To puta stop 
tu this, the above Act authorized sheriffs, ma- 
gistrates, aud churchwardens to cause volun- 
tary alms to be collected ; and, at the same 
time, it punished the persevering beggar, by 
slicing off part of his ears, and, tor a secood 
offence, put him ¢o death, as a felon! This 
was the dawn of that “* RerorMarion,” which 
we are still called upon to admire and toprawe’ 
—The ‘ pious young Saint Epwarp,” 4 
Fox, the Martyrman, most impious!y calls 
him, began his Protestant reign, Ist year EKd- 
ward VI., chap. 3, by an Act, punishiog beg- 
gars, by burning with a red hot iron, nud by 
making them slaves for two years, with power 
in their masters to make them wear au 170s 
collar, and to feed them upon bread and water 
and refuse meat! For, even in this case, stil 
there was meat for those who had to labour 
the days of cold potatoes and of bread and we 
ter alone were vet to come : they were reserve 
for our“ enlightened”’ and Bible-reading ays; 
our days of ‘* mental enjoyment.” And, as te 
horse-flesh and draff (grains) they appear 
never to have been even thought of. Ii the 
slave ran away, or were disobedient, he was, 
by this Protestant Act, to be a slave for life. 
This Act came forth as a sort of precursor’ 
the Acts to establish the Church of England: 
Horrid tyranny! The people had beet pluee 
dered of the resource, which Magua Chart, 
which justice, which reason, which the lav © 
nature, gave them. Wo other resource b, 
been provided, and, they were mace acti 
slaves, branded and chained, because the 
sought by their prayers to allay the craving’ 
of hunger !—Next came ‘* good Queen bow 
who, after trying her hand eight tunes, . 
success, to cause the poor to be relievet ? 
alms, passed that compulsory Act, which hits 
force to the present day. All manner of s ro 
had been resorted to, 5 owe eoager . 
provision for the poor, During ths 
two former reigns. LICENSES TO BEG 
been granted. But, at last, the compu 
sessment came, that true mark, that 10° 
mark, of the’ Protestant Church, as >Y 
established. This assessment was pul 0 
last possible moment, and it was pene a 
by those who had got the spoils of the f abso 
avd the poor. But it was a measure® 
lute necessity. All the racks, all the law 
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Now, one would wonder how an author 
ould be so rascally a plagiarist. It is 
useless for him to say that two people 
vight have thought of the same thing. 
That is nonsense: everybody knows 
hence he took his matter ; and, if this 
aw sbould ever be passed, which I trust 





















twill, J shall claim the act for my own. | 
tis quite laughable to behold a parcel | 
| great, long-necked, staring fools re- 
eating, one after the other, the opinions 
nd reasons stated by me years ago: 


ounny CatcraPr spoke greatly in ta- 















at I was constantly buying there, for 
alfa dollar, just as much Hampshire- 
ade salt as 1 used to buy in Hamp- 
ire for nineteen shillings and sixpence 
nglish money. J kept on saying this 
Il the newspapers said it, and till every 
ody in the country knew it, and then 
te THING took off the tax! Thus will 
be with poor-rates for Ireland, and 
ith the church in Ireland ; and, what- 
er this thieving author may think of 
© matter, he will never have the credit 
eing the author of poor laws for Ire- 












nd, 
be 
ad I shall leave that matter here for the 
rc ne but shall he very likely to re- 
- 0 to it again ; for it is due to my read- 


5, 88 well as to myself, to detect and 
a the mean vagabonds of authors, 
“ver they may nestle themselves in 





our of a repeal of the salt tax: it was’ 
that caused the repeal of the salt tax, | exposes himself to the danger of being 


y writing home. from Lona Isxanp, | 


tial of this cruel reign, could not have kept 
down the people without this Act, the authors 
of which appear to have been ashamed to state 
the grounds of it, for the Act has no preamble. 
Base and cruel plunderers ! They grudged the 
relief in England; but they had no compul- 
sory means to be obtained out of England; 
and they found it impossible to make English - 
men compel one another to live in a state of 
three-fourths starvation. But, they had Eng- 
land to raise armies in to send to effect this 
purpose in Ireland, especially when those 
English armies were urged on by promised 
plunder, and were (consisting as they did of 
Protestants) stimulated by motives as power- 
ful, or nearly so, as the love of plunder itself. 
Thus it was, that Ireland was pillaged without 
the smallest chance of even the restoration which 
the English obiained; and thus have they, 
down unto this our day, been a sort of outcasts 
in their own country, being stripped of all the 
worldly goods that God and nature allotted 
them, and having received not the smallest 
pittance in return. 


selves: it is my duty to drag them out 
and make them marks for the finger of 
scorn: how many of them, how many 
scores of them, have I made repent of 
their robberies committed upon me! 
But we now have to view this author as 
an ignorant man, a very ignorant man ; 
a very shallow creature indeed, with re- 
gard to matters of history. He is appa- 
rently very anxious to rub off a little in 
favour of that famous event, “ the Re- 
formation.” By observing that the mi- 
series of Ireland began at the time of 
the Reformation, he perceives that he 


thought an enemy to that event; and that 
would be a terrible thing, to be sure! 
Therefore, before he gives the contrast 
above cited, he says that England itself 
was excessively miserable before the Re- 
formation! This, my friends, you will 
recollect, is a fine stale old trick of all 
the Protestant writers, from the time of 
Edward the Sixth to the present day. 
They would always fain make us be- 
lieve, that our forefathers were a set of 
miserable ragged beggars; and this is 
carried on even by Protestants upon 
Protestants. During Prrr’s time,a man 


‘really ran the risk of being shut up in a 


dungeon, under) the suspension of the 
Haseas Corvus Act, if he denied that 
England was comparatively a beggar! 
country va the reign of the good an 
glorious sorce the Tuino, who was 


such an excellent father and husband ! 





‘ongst crowds of fellows like them- 


7 


But to pretend to belieye that England 


se 


—— 
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was any thing worth naming in Catholic 
times, would certainly have sent any 


man into a dungeon, The author of this | 


pretended speech is, therefore, of the 
true Protestant kidney. He asks, just 
previous to the passage above quoted, 
“Why was it that commerce, wealth, 
“ manufactures, and industry, were the 
‘« characteristic attributes of Great Bri- 


To rue Reapers, 
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directly and indirectly. Nothing was 1 
be said that could be construed jnt 
praise of the ancient state of the country. 
No writer dared to speak the truth upon 
that matter. Orn Bess reigned, with 
her long nails, forty-five years, The 
two first of the Sruarrs reigned fitty 
‘years more: then came Cromweu,,- 
and until Cuarcves the Second was re. 


‘tain, while Ireland, with a climate as stored, there was no man that dared tp 


genial, a soil no less fertile, produced utter truth relative to the state of the 
no manutacture, gave birth to no com- | country in Catholic times, compared 
mercial enterprise, and accumulated | with the state of it after the Reformation 


no capital, but was one scene ot uni- had taken place ; and, though a hold 


versal poverty and destitution} Had | thing for me to say, no man dared to do 
this been at all times the state of supe- 


it except myself previous to the publi- 
riority of England over Ireland! He} cation of the ‘ History of the Prorss- 
answered decidedly, No. The time) ,n¢ Rerormation.” 
had been, as a reference to history! The shallow creature who is the author 
‘would prove, when the condition of | of this pretended speech knows nothing 
‘England was in nowise superior to} of the Liahiee of the country: he has 
that of Ilreland at present. What, _jast looked into the History of the Pro- 
according to the writers of the day, testant Reformation, in erder to commit 
was the state of society in England | gq theft upon it; but his book of ,know- 
. previous to the Reformation ? The | ledge is neither more nor less than 


. . } 
‘ houses, even in towns, were without ‘Gurariz’s Grocrapny, or some other 


es 


‘rc 


‘ the luxury of chimneys, the smoke be- 
‘ ing left to find its way out at the doors, 


book of that description, every one ol 
which, that I have ever seen, contains 4 


the windows, or the roof—while in the great and most glorious Protestant lic, 


‘ country the cabins were built only of 
mud or clay, the wretched inmates | 


being content to share the same skhel- 
* ter with their cattle and beasts of bur- 

den.” 

This I do not look upon as a down- 
right intentional lie, 1 do not regard it 
in the light of one of those lies which 
our Church parsons frequently put forth 
respecting the Catholic religion. 1 do 
not put it upon a par with one of those 
many lies, which Dr. Warner, Recror 
of Great Chalfield, Wilts, put forth the 
other day in a pamphlet relative to the 
Jaescvirs. 
this description: I think the author, 
whoever he may be, to be a shallow. 
pated coxcomb; a mere prig in litera- 
ture, who knows nothing of English his- 
tory, except what he has read in Gura- 
nis's Gsoorarny, or some other Geo. | 
graphy of England. No, matter which | 
of these it is: they all dié alike; there | 
were new books made for the country in 
the reign of oll long-nailed Bess. “All| 
the old books, | mean books of common | 
reading, Were desiroyed, and those who | 
wrote new books were compelled to. 
write in favour of the Reformation, both | 


I do not regard it as a lie of 


'the history of which lie J will relate 
when I have given a little bit of the lie 
itself. First, it speaks of the scarcity of 
chimneys; and then it goes on thus : the 
| author,observe, is relating what is fold (0 
| him by old mea. ‘* ‘They said, our fathers 
“and we ourselves, have laid full olt 
“upon straw pallets covered only wilh 
‘“@ sheet, under coverlets made of dag 
“ swain or hopharlots (1 use their owa 
“ terms) and a good round log under 
“ their heads, instead of a bolster. If 
* it were so that our fathers, or the goul 
“ man of the house, had a matiress of 
“ flock bed, and thereto a sack of chef 
* to rest his head upon, he thought - 
* self to be as well lodged as the lord 

‘of the town, so well were they co” 
“tented. Pillows, said they, were 
thought meet only for women m child- 
“ bed. As for servants, if they had any 
“ sheet above them it was well, for se 
“dom had they any under their bodies 





* to keep them trom the pricking siravs 


‘that ran through the. canvass, ® d 
« razed their hardened hides,—The 
‘ thing they teil us of, is the qachere 
‘of wooden platters into pewler, For 
wooden spoons into silver or t0- 
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reated of. 
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so common were all sorts of wooden | been to make the people believe, that 
vessels, in old time, that a man ee Pa their forefathers were rayyed, half- 
hardly find four pieces of pewter (of| starved beggars ; and if you can make 
which one was peradventure a salt-|a people believe that, you may do with 
cellar) in a good farmer’s house ; and | them pretty nearly what you like, 
vet, forall this frugality, if it may be; Now, then, read the description once 
justly called, they were scarce able to | more: look well at his /oy of wood for a 
live and pay their rents at their days, pulow, at his mats of straw, at his 
withaut selling of a cow, or a horse, | wooden platters ; look at what he says 
or mare, although they paid but four ; about the miserable state of their houses ; 
pounds at the uttermost by the year.” of their being scarcely able to live, 
This passage is to be found, this iden- | though paying but four pounds a year 
cal passage, sometimes a litile abridged, | rent. Then, observe, that Ho _tmsagp 
every English Geography that Ihave, relates, or pretends to relate, what some 
er seen: and in every Universal Geo- | o/d men told him. Now this, observe, 
aphy in the part where England is | was written in the tyrannical and bloody 
Now, my friends, this is| reign of Ocp Besa. About a hundred 
anifestly the history to which this pre-|and thirty years before, Forrescue 


ended speech-writer refers. He says| wrote thus: ** The inhabitants of Eng- 


at “a reference to history wilt prove | landare rich in gold, silver, and all the 















that the condition of England WAS, 
before the Reformation in noivise | 
superior to that of Freland at present.” | 
iow, my friends, let us first prove this 

he a lie by historical evidence; and 

en let us prove that, by the author's 

wn showing, it must be a lie, and that 

e must be a fool. And whence comes | 
is piece of history Whois the his- 

brian? \it is Hottrmysuep, and the 

assage is to be found in his Curonticre, 

clume f, page 85. Now, observe, this 

OLLINSHED was a Protestant: his 
ok was published in the year 1577, 

two volumes in folio, end was re-| 
rinted in 1587. In the second edition | 
those passages whieh gave offence to’ 
Queen Elizabeth and her Ministers 
were suppressed!” 1 take this in-| 
rmation trom the Universal,'Historical, | 
ritcal, and Biographical Dietionary. 
udge you, my friends, what sort of 
oks were made in that day, when 
cre was a commission existing who 
d power to panish any man short of 
ath, even upon bare suspicion! A 
anilest lie: the people were in exces 

ve misery in the reign of this old long- 
led woman: the cry of poverty rang 
om one end of the kingdom to the 
er; and lies like this were put forth 
order to make them believe, that they 
re as well off as their forefathers had 
"n; and this lie hatched for this pur- 
se has now, by the author of this pre- 
ted speech, been made tse 

st the same purpose. One of the great 























cls of this Government always has’ 


' necessaries and eonveniences of life; 


“ they are fed in great abundance with 
all sorts of fivsh and fish, of which they 
‘have plenty every where; they are 
* clothed throughout in good woollens ; 
“ their bedding and other furniture in 
“ their houses are of wool, and that in 
“ great store. They are well provided 
“with all sorts of household goods and 
‘necessary implements of husbandry. 
“ Every one, according to his rank, hath 
all things which conduce to make life 
‘easy and happy.” Now, whch is to 
be believed, the ofd men, who, in the 
bloody reign of the bloodiest woman that 
ever existed, are said to have told Hot- 
cinsiep this story; or, the famous 
Lord Chancellor of England in a letter 
forming part of a series addressed to a 
Prince, which series of letters now form 
a law-book frequently quoted in the 
English Courts! The author of this 
beastly pretended speech will hardly be 
ashamed of his conduct in endeavourin 
to palm such a lie upon the publie; but, 
it is forthe public, nevertheless, to de- 
spise the shallow creature who has thus 
been imposed upon himself, or who has 
been a wilful liag. 7 
But Forrescux wrote long before the 
Reformation. I have another witness, 
who wrote after the Reformation had 
n; and who was actual!y burned in 
the reign of Queen Mary; 1 mean La- 
Timer, who was the Protestant Bishop 
of Worcester in the reign of Eowarp 
the Vith. A Protestant; and of compa- 
ratively late date, published a lite of 
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Lariaxer ; and this biographer says: 


To rue Reapers. 62, 
\a barefaced lie, that no man of any 






that Larimer, “ in one of his court ser- | sense, and of any honourable sentimen, 
“mons in King Edward’s time, in-| at the same time, could have the base. 


** veighed against the oppression then 
*« (in Protestant times) exercised in the 
“ country by the nobility and gentry, 
*« compared with the moderation of land- 
* lords formerly, and the plenty in which 
“ ¢heir tenants lived. In the way of illus- 
“tration, he told his audience; ‘ upon 
“a farm of four pounds a year, at the 
‘‘utmost, my father tilled as much 
‘* ground as kept half a dozen men: he 
“ had it stocked with a hundred sheep 
“and thirty cows; he found the king a 
“man and horse; and I myself remem- 
“ ber of having buckled on my father’s 
‘ harness when he went to Blackheath 
‘(in the reign of Henry the 7th.): he 
* gave his daughters 5/. a piece in mar- 
“rlage; he lived hospitably amongst 
** his neighbours, and. he was not back- 
** ward in his alms to the poor.” Now, 
this is the preaching of a Protestant 
Bishop before a Protestant King, both 
of whom had been born and bred Catho- 
lics; and when this Protestant Bishop 
was thus preaching, he was very nearly 
four score years of age. 

inthe passage above taken from Hoi- 


LINSHED, four pounds are spoken of | 


as the rent of a farmer, and as a proof 
of Ais poverty in those Catholic times! 
But here we find Latimer’s father, upon 
a farm of 4l.a year, keeping a hundred 
sheep, thirty cows, living with hospita- 
lity, not backward in alms to the poor, 
keeping a horse for the service of the 
king, employing half a dozen men upon 
his farm, able to make his son a priest, 
educated at the University, and giving 
to each of his five daughters 51. piece 
at their marriage ; that is to say, a year 
and quarter's rent of his farm to each. 
The truth is, though this fool of an 
author did not know it, one pound then 
was equal (0 /ive-and-twenty pounds 
now; so that Ho.tinsuen’s | story, 
about selling a horse, or a cow, to pay 
a year's rent, when the rent was four 
pounds, and when the horse might sel} 
for four or five’ shillings, and the cow 
for three or four shiilings, is just as 
pretty a story as liar with short memory 
ever put upon paper. But “ the good 
round log,” to lay the head upon instead 
of a pillow, in a country full of straw at 
any rate, and abounding in wool, is such 


ness to affect to believe it to be true. 

I could turn to numerous acts of par. 
liament, either of which would be suff. 
cient to demonstrate the excessive sty. 
pidity of the man who can believe 
“ that the condition of the English be- 
‘fore the Reformation was in nowise 
superior to that of the Irish at the pre. 
sent day.” 
Henry the IVth,. and another of Ep. 
warp the IVth, which restrain the 
poorer sort of people from wearing 
clothes laced with silver and gold. The 
latter act restrains them also from riding 
with launcegays; that is to say, lances 
with little ornamental flags. It restrains 
them also from wearing swords, except 
on certain holidays. I have not the 
statute-book at hand, just at this mo- 
‘ment: but I pledge ny word, that these 
acts are in that book; and fifty other 
acts of pretty nearly the same descrip- 
tion. So that this author must be a 
pretty sort of person to suggest mea- 
sures to the legislature; and we inus 
bea pretty sort of people if we hada 
‘legislature to listen to such a shallow 
babbler. Henry the 1Vth and Ep 
warp the 1Vth must have been pretty 
well set to work to forbid the wearing 0! 
swords and of launcegays, and the wear- 
ing of goldend silver laced clothesto the 
poorer sort of a people, the best ol 
whom had no chimneys, and who were 
as ragged and as naked and as house- 
less as the “ Irish are at the presen 
day;” and who must, of course, be 
sides living in mud and clay huts, a 
this liar says they did, have bad nothing 
but potatoes and sea-weed to eat! What 
a lie! What a stupid lie! What an im 
pudent, lie for this des icable author to 
ascribe to a Member of Parliament. 

- This author, however, knows what be 

is about: he is a true Protestant ” ; 
for your true Protestant liars have 
ways endeavoured to persuade the ad 
ple of the present day ; that is sc 
of the day when they were apesking Se 
writing; that. they, the people © 





then or the now present time, were “ wo 
of gentlefolks mpared to. theit ye 
arly forefathers! Only: make & id 


jeve that he has sprung from 2% 
wretched beggars, and you really ba 





I will mention one act of 
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ble him in bis own esteem: you cow him 
down: you make him content to be your 
slave: this is what the Protestant tyrants 
and their tools have invariably prac- 
ised; and this is what the fellow who is 
the author of this pretended speech has 
attempted in _ this publication. The 
Scotch and the Irish too, but particularly 
the former, have their souls always bent 
npon causing it to be believed that Eng- 
land was but a poor beggarly country 
before it was connected with them; and, 
| would bet any thing that this author is 
either Scotchman or Irishman. I would 
bet any thing of that. I am sure he has 
nota drop of English hlood in his body. 
Itis curious that the writers of English 
(eography have all been Scotch ! Hence 
the infernal lies which have been handed 
down to us in the manner before-men- 


5 tioned. 


This author, in another part of the 
pretended speech, says; ‘‘ I would not 
“ be understood to insist on the opinion 
“that the poor have a right to a main- 
“tenance independent of Acts of Par- 
“lament.” But, J will insist upon it; 
and if this shallow-pated author had 
read the ‘Poor Man’s Friznp,” an 
extract from which forms the motto to 
this Register, he would have seen, that 
necessitous persons have a right to relief 
independent of all Acts of Parliament. 
Let the fool go to the North of England, 
and see if he can find one single spinner 
or weaver, who is not able to teach him 
allabout the rights and duties of the poor. 
However, let him lay out a shilling, and 
get the “* Poon Man’s Faiexp,” and not 
bea staring fool any longer. 


“THE BUDGET.” 


I soup have continued my remarks 
iy the above subjects a little further, 
ut the Bupeer came all at once to 
attract my attention. To enter seriously 
ra at any length into an exposure of 
he old-fashioned farce, aptly enough 
called Tue Bupeer, is what L have not 
re ie several years ; and certainly 

be Nai not do now, when the thing 
> Secome more farcical than ever. 
ae go on with a “ clear surplus 
_ ea Riss loans ‘Se the same 
% 1 go On without any con- 
hadiction or exposure : . those a be- 
®in them will suffer for it; and, in- 

» they are suffering for it now : but 





during this Budget affair, there were 
two or three things occurred which I 
think worthy of your attention. Gour- 
spurN, the man _ that they call their 
* Chancellor of the Exchequer,” and 
who has the management of what they 
call their “ finances :” this man said, 
that he acknowledged that the country 








was, at present, under a ‘ passing 
cloud.” It is a cloud, my friends, of 
which Gou.nurn will never see the de- 
parture, until after he shall cease to be 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. During 
the evening, Barina, the loan-monger, 
‘suggested and recommended, that the 
Government should take into its hands 
the property, as it is called, lodged in 
the funds by the Court of Chancery, 
and make use of it for the benefit of the 
unfortunate widows and orphans. This 
suggestion appears not to have been 
relished by one of the lawyers who was 
present ; but I think it a suggestion very 
likely to be acted upon before it be long. 

Our old friend, Husxisson, the free- 
trade man, uttered something rather 
ominous. Speaking of the ‘ out-stand- 
ing debt in the hands of the Bank’’(what 
jargon!), he is reported to have said : 





“« The consequences which had occurred 


at former periods inthis country might 
* occur again. Indeed, it was highly 
“ probable that they would again occur ; 
“and under such circumstances this 
“ great banking concern could not pos- 
| ‘* sibly make all their property available 
| ‘to meet such a sudden contingency. 
“ Should any great change suddenly 
“ take place in the political world, the 
“ Bank could not possibly render its 
“ property available to carry the Go- 
‘¢ vernment and the country through the 
“« dangers which might arise. If such dan- 
“* gers should again menace this country, 
“and they might not be as far distant 
‘as some might imagine, the Bank 
“ would be obliged to call upon the Go- 
“ vernment to grant it another restric- 
“ tion, for the public interests and pub- 
“ lic purposes; and though it was pos- 
sible that he (Mr. Huskisson) might not 
« live to see the day when such a restric- 
“ tion’ should be imposed, sure he was, 
“ even if his life should far exceed the 
‘ ordinary period of human existence, 
he should not survive to see the day 
“when that restriction would be re- 
‘6 moved.” : 
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O, oh! the danger may 
distant! Indeed! O yes! Old friend 
of the Club quatre vingt neuf, if the 
* restriction” should be again imposed, 
you may hope to live to see it taken off; 
for, be you assured, that we should not 


long continue to take the assignats, and | 


that the whole concern would return to 
that hell from whence it came. It is 
clear that this smooth clerk sees danger ; 
that he is not quite so sure of the thing 
lasting as he appeared to be some time 
ago, But he has no right to find fault 
with any body; for, of all the men in 
England, no one has done more than he 


in the producing of the present state of 


things. Whether there will be a restric- 
tion or not, I cannot say; but restrie- 
tion, or something very much like anar- 
chy, there must be. 





* Smail NOTES.” 

Really small. 1 have before me a 
letter dated on the 9th May, from a 
place not far from Norrtvcnam, giving 
me the following information : that, at 
towns thereabouts, and which I will not 
name, for fear of exposing my corres- 
pondent to the fangs of tyranny, there 


are persons of HIGH RANK, who pay | 


their weekly work-people in checks drawn 
upon country banks, of various sums be- 
tween fifteen and thirty shillings, which 
checks are not presented for payment, but 
continue in circulation as currency ! The 
same correspondent informs me that the 
currency of that part of the country is 
principally one-pound notes, with five- 
pound country notes, checks of the afore- 
mentioned description, and a very few 
sovereigns. My correspondent says, 
“On one point, the whole nation ure 
“ Cobbettites; namely, if any man have 
** money to pay, and be at the same time 


* in possession of paper money and so- | 


“ vereigns, he invariably pays ateay the 
* paper first, as far as it will go, and 
“only pays away the sovereigns when 
* he cannot help himself.” He further 
tells me: ‘* Though we have not suf- 
* fered Aere quite so much as they have 
“in Laneashire, nevertheless even we 
“have reached a point beyond which 
““ we cannot go, without risk of witness- 
* ing scenes similar to those which have 
** been recently witnessed in that county. 
“ Petitions in favour of * Equitable 
* Adjustment’ would find numerous 


“ Syart Norts.” 


not be so far | “ si 


gnatures now. The chief of the 
“many important things which go to 
“ make up what we understand by Equi- 
|“ tahle Adjustment, are now alluded to 
‘with perfect complaceney by indivi- 
| duals from whom, but a very short time 
‘* ago, we should never have expected it ; 


* the debt; such as a lopping off of all 
“pensions and siuectres and useless 
“ places; and particularly an appro- 
* priation of the church property to other 
* public uses. Such, and so surprising 
“ are the effects of Pent’s Birt! While 
“on the subject of Church Property, 
“ permit me to thank you most heartily 
‘‘ for your petition to the Parliament for 
“‘ the un-establishing of the Church of 
** Jreland, which, for manner as well as 
‘+ matter, is much admired here.” 


Now I know this to. be the state of 
things in the North. I could have 
named the banks on whom the checks 
‘are drawn, and have named the high 
and mighty drawers, who happen to be 
most villanows Buroughmongers, who 
bet thus brought “ their hogs to a 
/pretty market” at Jast! Paying their 


‘working peeple in 1 O U's! However, 





the ruffians have to come lower down 
‘than this yet. Their infamous traffic 
“has to be destroyed, and then we shall 
see who will take their checks. It is 
very curious that my correspondent in- 
forms me that in his part of the country 
it is proposed to petition for a reduction 
of tares; and that each employer of 
“manufacturers should put himself at the 
| head of his people, ani! so describe him- 
self in the petition. This is very curt- 
‘ous; for we shall find Mr. Taomas 
Arrwoop recommending the’same thing 
at Binmincuam. This is what I recom- 
mended years ago; for 1 said, that as 
lovig as the masters took part with the 
Boroughmongers against their men, 8° 
long the Boroughmongers would contl- 
nue to triumph, until at last the people 
were reduced, both masters and men, (0 
the lowest pitch of rain and misery. If 
the masters had joined the men in 1817, 
wien those of Manchester articularly 
had the baseness to iesne declarations 
against the men, and in favour of Bo- 
roughmongering ; if they had joined their 
men at that time, never would they b#** 
seen these days of distress; and let them 








remember, that these days are, ! thank 
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“ such as a reduction of the interest of 
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God, only @ beginning of the days of| the DEBT, the taxes; the Peel’s Bills, 
«row and misery which they have to| the Paper-money, thé Loans, the Funds, 
experience. They exulted over us at | the Exchequer Bills, the Scrip, the Om- 
the Waterloo affair: they exulted when | nium, all of the whole of the stuff of the 
they saw us taxed to pay their hero:|system, which has heen created by a 


they have got that hero now to manage | Parliament which these riffians said 


their affairs for them: and let them have | 
him: let them keep him: let them hug) 
him; and may the devil be their com- | 
forter ! 


‘BIRMINGHAM MEETING. 


Tuere was a meeting of Merchants, 
Manufacturers, and other inhabitants of 
this own held on the 8th of this month, 
for the purpose of considering the dis- 
tressed state of the country, and the 
propriety of petitioning Parliament to 
adopt measures for its relief, My friends, 
readers of the Register; you who have 
attended for years to what I have been 
saying; you who have had to bear the 
scoffs of knaves and fools ; and the per- 
secution of infamous tyrants, generally 
called boroughmongers and their tools, 
whether black or of any other colour ; 
you, my friends, will recollect how one 
Jaser, a bookseller of Birmingham, in- 





wanted no reforming; this system has, 
at last, reduced these insolent lords of 
the anvil; these persecutors of reform- 


pers; these church-and-king burners of 


Priestley’s meeting-house, and burners 
of Tom Pare in effigy; this system 
has, at last, brought these’ insolent 
wretches to pass resolutions, or to agree 
to resolutions such as | am about to 
insert, and such as it will make you stare 
to read. These men knew their own 
affairs, at any rate. They have lied 
often enough for the purpose of injuring 
and deceiving the people; but, for once, 
they have now spoken truth. 

The resolutions, which I shall pre- 
sently insert, were preceded by.a lone 
rand very able speech from Mr. Tromas 
Arrwouopn, who isa banker and a brother 
of the member of Parliament of the 
same name. This Mr. Arrwoopis a 
man of very great talent; ‘and he has, 





sulted the people there in 1816, by pub- 


for many years, ever since about the 


ishing an infamous paper justifying | year 1817, been maintaining the doc- 
aration to the utmost extent, and abus-|trine laid down by me in “ Paper 
ing every one who proposed or wished | acainst Gop ;” and he and his brother 
jr a Varliamentary Reform, Atthat| have always strenuously opposed that 
lime the London newspapers told us, set of measures known by the name of 
that tne people of Birmingham, enraged | Pesx’s Brot. In the course of his 
at the msolence of Janet, broke his speech, Mr. Arrwoop stated the follow- 
windows; that thereapon the “ qwidé-| ing facts':—‘In the 200 years before 1791 
‘ary " were called in; that an officer |“ (he took his data from authorities) the 


Was knocked off his horse with a stone, 
though the dear creature had been 
Wounded at Warrrtoo; that the yeo- 
nanry cavalry,uader the Eart of AYLEs- 
a marched into the town. At that 
ian and in the Register of November 9, 
6,1 addressed a long letter to this 
— bade him not to make himself 
fr sure, for that the DEBT was our 
Hag. and that she cared nothing about 
a sat of Avtesrorn and his yeo- 
‘e ef cavalry; and I concluded thus, 
“— frelore, you had sense equal to 
[Out greediness and low cunning, vou 


|, Mould be more cantious how you in- |“ paper- 


7 aa the feelings of your townsmen.” 


'“ prices of property were dae same here 
“as in Franee. Adam Smith, and tha 
“tables of Eton College, showed this. 
“ In 1991 the Bank of England issued 
“* notes of L0l. and 5i., and this made 
* money plentiful. ‘There was « conse- 
“quent shock in 1793. In 1796 the 
first issue ‘of 11. notes began; and it 
‘was due to Thomas Paine—whom he 
“would not name with censure or ap- 
* plause—to say that he had tong before 
'“ discovered the tendeney of paper mo- 
“ney to depreciate gold, In 1796 the 
“Batik Restriction Act, _— made 
money the natural currence 
‘‘ was passed Between 1991 and vols 





: my friends, this debt has at last | “+ the war elevated prices. The prices 
citheteRirmingham merchanteand a8 labour row, a i re prices een: 
tne pam z lords of the anvil, |‘* Paper-money, as arcane pro- 





abnsers of the reformers ; |‘ perty, doubled 
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Now, my friends, how often have I 
said this: ‘‘ gold being the circulating 


“ medium of both countries, it is impos- | the people against the plunderings of the 


“sible that English prices should be | 
“ higher than French prices for any | 
“length of time.” This | have said 
more than a hundred times in the Re- 
gister. & have also said repeatedly, 
that, if we take away the one-pound 
notes, the fives will not remain out in 
circulation with gold. Mr, Artrwoop 
mistakes when he says, that the Bank 
began to issue ten pound notes in 1791: 
the Bank began that pretty trick during 
the first part of the reign of the all- 
benevolent Geores the Turrp, to cele- 
bra'e the kappiness of whose reign a 
Jubilee was held. But here we have 
the interesting fact. The five pounds 
began in 1791. The fives were very 
soon unable to walk about without ones ; 
therefore the ones were made; and, if 
we take away the ones, the fives will 
fall down; and back we come to the 
prices of 179] ; that isto say, the French 
prices; and this is as sure as that the 
devil is in London, which js the place 
of his constant residence. Now, then, 
the Messrs. Arrwoop and 1, who are 
the only three great doctors relative to 
this disease of the body politic, differ, 
as most great doetors do, with regard to 
the mode of cure. We all understand 
the malady: we agree perfectly as to 
the nature of the disease ; the causes of 
it; its symptoms; and we agree also 

rlectly well as to the CONSE- 


Brasmvcnam Meertnc. 


chievous zap reom, to give the country 
a solid circulating money, and to secure 


hellish monopolizers of all descriptions, 
Thus it is that we differ. The Arrwoons 
would keep up army, dead-weight, sine- 
cures, places and pensions, the Stock- 
Exchange in full swing, and the infa- 


prosperity: I would destroy all these 
except the army, and that I would dis. 
band. The Arrwoops would not touch 
the Church; 1, on the contrary, would 
repeal the law by which it was made. 
The Attwoods, in short, would, if they 
could, make this system immortal: | 
I would, if I could, put an end to it this 
very day. 

With this preface, my friends, let us 
now have a read of these resolutions, 
twenty-six in number, concluding with 
one moulding the resolutions into a pet:- 
tion, which petition is immediately to 
come and be presented to the Parlia- 
ment. The resolutions were as follows. 
Pray read them with attention. They 
are drawn up with great and even 
rare ability; they contain numerous 
most important truths ; and if that bod) 
of men, who are called the Ministry, 
have any thing worthy of the name ol 
sense in their Skulls, the petition, which, 
founded upon these resolutions, is com- 
ing up to them, will make them cast 
aside their little nonsenses about “ pass 
ing clouds,” and tunding of Exchequer 
Bills, and will make them either resign 





QUENCES, if the thing be let alone; 
if it be left to nature, to which learned 
doctors are always opposed. But, as | | 
said before, we disagree as to the re- 
medy. The two Birmingham doctors 
prescribe new issues of paper, bank-re- 
striction, or, a lowering of the standard 
of value. They recommend to continue 
paying the interest of the Debt, and al! 
the salaries and so forth, and the army; 
not to meddle with the Church, but to 
make a cheap money, and to pay interest 
and all other things in this cheap money. 
i, on the contrary, recommend to do 
away with the whole of the papemmo- 
ney, and, to enable the country to pay 
the taxes in the gold money, to reduce 
the interest of the debt, to make an 
“\ Equitable Adjustment,” the vature of 
which you well understand ; to destroy 
the “ worthless rags,” to destroy the mis- 





their offices into abler hands, or s¢ 
about doing something to save the coun- 
try from that convulsion, which is man- 
festly at no great distance, unless ‘some 
effectual remedy be applied. My triends, 
readers of the Register, you will swell 
with honest pride as you read these re- 
solutions, which, except the seventeenth. 
contain not one sentiment which you 
have not heard from me fifty times over; 
that is to say, as far as resolutiun num- 
ber 13; the three succeeding resolutions 
contain suggestions, which, in fact, come 
up to my scheme of “ equitable adjust: 
ment,” except with regard to the Church. 
The resolutions of Mr. Spooner, which 


wer aes from 18 to rs inclusive, are 
mura expressed. 
insist thai they contain 
have not beard from me fifty tm 
bat they are neat and good writing, 


must, however, 

ing that you 
overt; 
and 


632 


mous boroughmongers in the height of 
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hey must produce great effect. I shall 
have a few more remarks to make per- 


haps when I have inserted the resolu- 


tions, which I do, ttadics and all, just as 
| find them, because those marks were 
intended to point out more clearly and 
emphatically the meaning of the writers, 
who deserve well of the whole country. 
for their conduct on this occasion. 


Moved by Twomas Attwoop, Esq., and 
seconded by JosHuA SCHOLEFIELD, Esq. 


Resolved, with one dissentient voice, 


|.—That in the opinion of this meeting, 
the want of employment, the deficiency of 
wages, and the present general and almost 
unexampled distress of the country, are maiu- 
ly to be attributed to the attempt which Go- 
vernment is making to restore the ancient 
and obsolete Currency of the country, without 
having previously effected a corresponding 
reduction in the taxes and monied obligations 
of the country, 

2.—That by means of this unjust and im- 
politicattempt, the real value and the’ real 
burthen of all the taxes and obligations of 
the country, are in the process of being in 
reility doubled, and the interests and welfare 
of the industrious classes of the community 
are being sacrificed to the unjust aggraudise- 
ment of persons intérested in the taxes and 
other fixed incumbrances. 

J.—That when the Legislature was induced 
sanction, this destructive measure in the 
year 1619, the most positive assurances were 
held out, that it would reduce the prices of 
property and labour only four per cent., aud, 
consequently, add only four per cent; to the 
‘atonal burthens; and it was only under 
ee oe assurances, that the Bill 
toposing to establis 
penéd ite elon ish the present money, was 

4.—That instead of being four per cent. only. 
Pere: bas proved sak caomtnoion in 
7 Prices of the products of industry is, onan 

tte full 50 per cent., and, consequently, 
prety hatton is now.called upon to repay full 
steal the amount of real value, which it 
and fog ett the discharge of all its taxes 

: c — incumbrances. 
vic, tt this extreme reduction in the 
tome = _ products of industry brings them 
and nie of the fixed taxation, 
about =h the possibility of employing 
repeat. Pr profit to the employer; that 
is either *, nce of this annihilation of profit 
20 unnate h. spine discharge of workmen, or 
daily abou ‘merease in the amount of their 
Wages ty ty ® general reduction of their 

the level which existed when the 


taxes whi 
tive “a they had to pay were a compara- 


6... . a 
Ths the national debt of 800 millions 


thus made equal in real value and 
timated Neh 10: 1600- millions sterling, 


| in: which nearl 
race ot such: debe was contracted  anc-the 


thus made nna of raat is 
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nearly the whole of such taxation has been 
imposed, and submitted to. 

7.—That it is not possible to believe that 
the Legislation can really have contemplated 
such an enormous and gigantic fraud, as this 
might appear to be; and this meeting trusts 
that the Legislature will not longer suffer the 
taxes and burthens of this overburthened na~ 
tion to be thus destructively increased by an 
insidious increase in the value of the muney 
in which they are collected. 

8.—That during the period of the last I¢ 
years, the truth has been concealed from the 
public eye, and the pressure of our monetary 
measures has been broken and disguised from 
time to time, by the relaxations of system 
which the Government has adopted, and 
which have had the effect, at some periods, of 
reducing the value of money to the level which 
existed during the war ; and this meeting is of 
opinion, now when the truth is exposed to alk 
eyes, and the pressure of our monetary mea- 
sures is becoming literally imsupportable, 
that it is not to be endured that Government 
should tell the peuple that it is too late to re- 
trace their steps. 

9.—That during the periods when Govern- 
ment relaxed their monetary measures, and 
rendered the state of the currency competent 
to effect the duties which it has to perform, 
the whole country was in a state of prosperity 5, 
that during the years 1818, 1824, and 1825, 
every branch of industry was, by such re- 
laxations, kept in ample and healthy opera- 
tiva, and the whole population of the country 
was wholesomely-employed in producing and: 
consumiug the respective productions of each 
other, 

10.—That during the periods when Govarm- 
ment proceeded to enforce their mouvetany 
measures, and to carry into effect the destruc-- 
tive plan of converting all the taxes aad ob-- 
ligations of the country into gold coin of the 
ancient standard, the most general and 
alarming distress prevailed throughout the 
whole country; that during the years 1816, 
1819, and 1826, the general reward of industsy 
was thus totally destroyed, and the population 
of the country were generally thrown eat of 
employment, and whilst they became non- 


producers ou the one hand, they became. 


equally non-consumers on the. other. 
11.—That the error of the Legislature ap- 
pears to have arisen from the mischievous 
and fallacious theory of considering the price 
of gold as furnishing the measure of the de- 
preciations of the currency, although for a 
period of 22 years the use of gold had been 
altogether abandoned as a standard of value: 
in England, and that commodity had been 
thrown upon the market almost as a useless 
drug, its very prices not having heen quoted 
in the prices current for many years together, 
12.—That during the period of twenty-two 
years, when gold was almost entirely thrown 
out of use, eae out of ne emp its ex~ 
changeable value was greatly depreciated | 
when estimated in commodities and labour, 
aod its price furnished but little or no crite-. 
ion of the actual depreciation of 
cy, the extent of which could enly 
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13.—That it is necessary to recall these great | duce annually more than four times the food 
truths to the recollection of the Legislature, | and the shelter which the humble wants of pi: 
and to claim from it a reconsideration of the | family annually require, | 
whole question of the currency, and the esta-! 19.—That in the opinion of this meeting 
blishmeat of such ajust aud equitable cur-| whenever the appearance of “ overtrading” 
rency as shall secure a range of prices com or “ overproduction” or of * overpopulation” 
petent to protect alike the labour of the poor, | has existed in England, such e@ppearance has 
aud the just interests of the rich. |been entirely occasioued by the unjust and 
14. That the Legislature should not deem | unseen contractions of the. currency effected 
it expedient to establish such a just and) by the Government, and has always disap. 
equitable currency, as may lift up the means | peared at soow as the pressure of national 
of the country to a level with its durthens,' distress has compelled the Government to 
it would in that case be indispensably neces- | suspend its operations. 
sary that the burthens of the country should| 20.—That in this way general adversity was 
be cut down to a level with its means; and | brought on in 1815 and 1816, presenting the 
that with this view, comason justice and com- ear trreteg of ** overproduction ” and “ over- 
mon honesty would require that all the | population ;”’ and general prosperity was re- 
separate payments and salaries of the Govern- | stored in 1818, when both ** overproduction " 
ments shonld be at once reduced te the same | and “ overpopulation” disappeared : that in 
level as existed in the year 1791, when the | this way general adversity was a second time 
preseut money existed. ‘brought on im 1819 and 1420, presenting 
15.—That in this case it would be necessary | again the appearance of “ overpopulation " 
to reduce the wational debt in a degrve pro- | and “ overproduction ” and general prosperity 
portionate to the increase that has taken | was a second time restored it }823,4, and 5, 
place in the value of the money in which it | when ‘ overpopulation "’ and *‘ overproduc- 
was contracted; and it would also be neces- | tion’’ were no longer heard of: and that in 
sary to recousider the state of leases, and of | this way general adversity was a third time 
fixed ubligatious generally. brought on with similar appearances in the 
16.—That if it should be possible that the | Winter of 1825, and was at ird time partially 
preservation of public faith should be deemed | suspended by the continued tamperings with 





hy the Legislature to require that the national 
debt should not he reduced, but should be 
paid in full, in money of double the value of 
that in which it was contracted, it would in 
that case at least be necessary that the burthen 
of such debt should be borne by the wealth of | 
the nation, and not by its poverty. ‘That, in | 
the opinion of this meeting, the lower classes 


the currency, which the Government was 
compelled to have recourse to in the years 
1826, 7, and 8. 
21.—That asimilar and greater coutraction 
of the currency is now a fourth time set in 
operation, presenting every where similar 
appeurances, producing evety where the most 
distressful consequences among the indus- 





of the people are no longer in a condition to 
pay taxes, and, therefore, that the taxes upon 
beer, malt, tea, sugar, tobaeco, soap, aud 
candles, ought to be forthwith entirely re- | 
pealed, and the amount of such taxes ought 
to be raised by a property tax,or by some 
other tax, which should be borue by the more 
affluent members of the community. 

Moved by Mr. Cuarsus Jones, and seconded 


trious classes, in all parts of the country, and 
threatening still more disastrous consequences 
to the whole vation, unless relieved by the 
timely interference of Parliament. 
22.—That it is not possible to ascertain ex- 
actly the real extent to which this contraction 
of the currency, if suffered to go on, will ulti- 
mately reduce the prices of property and la- 
bour in Engiand; but this Meeting entertains 








by Mr. Bexsamin Haptey, ‘no doubt that it will ultimately reduce them 
Kesolved, with two dissentient voices, ‘to the Contivental level, at which period the 
17.—Phat in the opinion of this meeting no | taxes and fixed charges,of the country, if ™- 
defects have existed m the system of Country- | reduced, would swallow up nearly the whole 
Bankiug in England, and none do now exist; | of the productions of industry, aud reduce the 
and this meeting is confirmed in this opinion whole of the industrious classes to the lowest 
the fact, that of 70 couvtry banks which by : state of poverty and degradation. 
stopped payment during the panic of 1¢25,; 23.—That when Mr. Pitt: brought forward 
sixty of them have already paid 20s, in the | the Bank Restriction Act, establishing § 
pound; and that it was altugether unjusti- + Paper Curreacy, in the year 1797, which bad 
fiable and inexcusable in Lords Liverpool and | the effect of continuing and extending 4 Pee 
Goderich to huid them up to popular odium manent reduction in the value of money 
aad suspicion. full 50 per-cent., the object of such measures 
Moved by R. Spoonsu, Esq. and seconded by was to defend the country, and particularly 
Mr. C. Jonns, the unproductive classes of the commduity, 
Resolved, with one dissentient voice,» —_| from great and imminent dapgers ; but wer 
M4.— That in the opinion of this meeting no | Lord Live brought forward the Act 
general ‘‘ overtrading'’ por “ overpreduction”’ | 1819, restoring the ancient value of money, 
ner “* everpopulation’’ has existed in this and thus doubling the real weight aud 
country at any time; that © ing” | value of the natioual burthens, such measure 
| é and 
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yored by Mr. C. JONRS, and seconded hy Mr. |to join all their workmen in a petition even 


T. C, SALT. 
Resolved unanimously, j ; 
94.—Tbat in the opinion of this meeting, 

the public faith is as much pledged to the na- 
tion, that its burthens should not he sur- 
reptitiously increased, aS if 1s to the fund- 
owner, that his dividends should not he un- 
justly reduced; and this meeting is of opinion 
vat when the indastrious classes of the com- 
munity have embarked their labour and their 
eanital, in the pursuits of productive industry, 
voder confideuce in Legislative measures, 
that they bave as great a right to expect, that | 
their labour shall not be deprived of its due 
reward, nor their capital torn from their 
hands by their Legislative interference, as the 
fuudholders and anuuitants have to expect 
that their mutual claims and credits shall be 
protected, 


Moved by Mr. B. Haotry, and seconded by 
Mr. Epwarb THORNLEY. 
Resolved, with afew dissentient voices, 

25.—That in the opinion of this meeting, 
po restraint or limitation whatever ought to 
exist on the importation of agricultural 
produce: and if the agricultural classes of 
the community want higher prices, the proper 
way to obtain them is, for the Government to 
put such money in circulation as will raise the 
prices of labour to a corresponding level, and 
thus the interests of the agricultural classes, 
and those of the people at large, would be re- 
couciled and euvnciliated :—but in the opinion 
of this meeting, to attempt to protect agricul- 
ture without first protecting labour; to at- 
tempt to secure remunerating prices to the 
agricultural classes, without first securing to 
the people the means of paying them, is a 
most unjust and reprehensible proceeding, 
earrying the appearance of a wish to relieve 
the landed interest from those burthens, Which 
it justiee jLis bound to bear in common with 
wll the other interests of the community. 


Moved by Tuomas ATrwoon, Esq., and se- 
conded by Mr. WAINWRIGHT, 


: Resolved unanimously, 
jb That the petition now read be approved 
> res ge: and that it lie for the signature 

inhabitants at the Public-office. 

My friends, it will be curious to see 

ow the collective, how Gov.surn, 
wa att Husxtsson and Co. will deal 

‘h this petition when it comes. Pass 
ver it in sileace they cannot very well: 
The nt’ will talk about it at any rate. 
ML people must say that the 
» a not true, or they cannot let 
vote separate without doing 
hitly in The Watsruoo people are 
mah & mess ; and, though Mr. Tao: 
do what pe ob thinks that the Duke can 
menage. alr. Asrweae tecion 


et reeling, oy. 
“alle imaters at img 















»| course ; and. then see 


for a reduction of taxes alone, they would 
succeed in doing a great deal. For my part, 
if the Duke of Wellington give way upon the 
subject of the paper-mouey, I shall think him 
the most contemptible creature that ever 
breathed. Mr, Attwoop- coares him, says 
that he is no Jew, but a very tender-hearted 
creature, who “ reads lessous of humanity to 
the bishops”; and he says, that the Dukry 
is the only man, who ¢an carry the nation 
through its difficulties; but that he must be 
supported, or he may die as CANNING and Li- 
verPoot did. In his “ Scotch Banker's” 


letters, Mr. Atrwoop threatened him with 


the death of CasTLeERneaGH, if be did not give 
him one-pound notes a plenty. Now I, my 
friends, threaten the Dukey with nothing: I 
threaten WATERLOo with nothing, except with 
drinking his health at the GraAnp FEAST oF 
THE GripikoNn, in somewhat the following 
words: ** ARTHUR DUKE OF WELLING- 
* TON, Makgouis Douro, Marguis and Eanri 
“ of WELLINGTON, ViscOUNT WELLINGTON 
“of TALAVeRA and of WELLINGTON, and 
** Baron Douro of Wellesley, County of So- 
“ merset, Field Marshal in the Army, Colonel 
“ of the Roval Regiment of Horse Guards, 
‘© Governor of Plymouth, Lieutenant of the 
‘© Tower, Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
‘* Hants, Knight of the most noble Order of 
“ the Garter, Knight Grand Cross of the most 
** honourable Order of the Bath, Grand Cross 
‘© of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Or- 
“ der, Knight of the Holy Ghost of France, 
‘© Prince of Waterloo, Duke of Ciudad 
** Rodrigo, a Grandee of Spain of the First 
“Class, Duke of VitroxiA, MAxguis of 
‘¢ *TorResvVEDRAS, Count of ViEMiKA in Por- 
‘‘ tugal, Knight of the most illustrious or- 
‘order of the Golden Fleece, of the Spa- 
“nish military order of St. FERDINAND, 
** Knight Grand cross of the military order 
¢ of Tueresa, ‘Knight Grand Cross of the 
‘imperial order of St. George of Russia, 
‘Knight Grand Cross of the Black 
‘Eagle of Prussia, Knight Grand Cross of 
* the Portuguese military order of the Tower 
“and Sword, Knight Grand Cross of the 
** royal and military order of the Sword of 
* Sweden, Kuight Grand Cross of the Ele- 
« phant of Denmark, of William of the Low 
id Countries, of the ANUNCTADE of SARDIANA, 
“ of MAXiMtLLIAN Josern of Bavaria, and 
© of several others ; and thanks to him for his 
‘¢Small-note Bill, and for the result which 
‘* we tiow celebrate.” And then we shall 
LAUGH, till we make the very roof of the 
house shake. I, as I said’ before, threaten 
the Dukey with nothing at ail, fur, indeed, 
a toast like this will be a very great compli- 
ment. Mr. Attwood gays, that the Duke is 
the person ‘* to do the thing ;” thatis to say,as 
Mr. AtTwoob hopes, to let the paperoutagain; 
if the Duke will be ruled by me be will] not let it 
out agdin; but if he should, we shall laugh af 
him; all of ug shall laugh at him for the rest 
of our lives, whether be live as lung as we of 
not. htrast he will bh 
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nished at once, if he persevere in his present 
laudable course. We do not wish to laugh at 
him ; but, if he give way to the rag-rooks, 
we will laugh at him to the end of his life: 


Waar witt st Dorr ? 
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matters!’ 1am sure, they say something fool- 
ish; something that I can gibbet them up for 
I! have not seen one of their numbers for th. 
three years last past. 1 should now like very 
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} owe 
we will laugh, and well we may, to see a man, much to overhaul and ransack them for the Vor 
covered over from head to foot with stars | last three years: I am sure they have been 
and ribbons, frightened out of his senses, | putting forth precious foolishness. If any one 7” 
beaten like a child, by a set of buttonless and | will lend me the books for a week, f will ran- 
loopless blackguards of Quakers. isack them completely; and will show what t 

When this Darealngbase petition comes, we | a batch of fools these conceited Scotch fellows 
shall see whether there be in the collective | are; and, if lL fail to make good this promise, 
anybody that will make a stand against the'I will suffer the whole of this crew, one after 
progress that is now become visible to all) another, to shake hands with me, neither 
eyes. And, my friends, here I have the col-| party wearing gloves. O Lord !—Now, now, 
lective; here 1 have them safe; they must}now, my good friends, is the time! Our turn 
let the thing go geietly on to the ruip of|is now coming in good earnest. Watch my «y 
all the ruflians in the country; or, they must| vagabond calummiators well! Remind them * wel 
put a stop to it by means that shall give me} of all their lies and their jeers. Behold their « gol 
the most signal triumph that ever man had in| troubles with delight; for, oh ! how the base “ mo 
this world. If they do not stop the thing, b| vagabonds have exulted at what they antici- « gen 
shail have a triumph there also ; thérefore,| patedasmy disappointment! Once more, only “ pais 
stop, or stop uot, they will be stunned with the/ think of the CHECKS, issued by the Borough- # asi 
sound of the words ** Cobbett’s right"’ com-| mongers in weekly pay to their gardeners and Perit 
ing from the lips of every creatuce in the| labourers! And they are not to carry the checks Fear 
community. The Duke's majorities will serve | in for payment! For God's sake let me have 
him vo purpose in this case! “ Catholic] one of these checks! I will pay any one the ay 
Emancipation” will not serve him here: he} amount of it. 1 should like to have half a 
cannot put a stop to the danger here, by the| dozen, ora dozen, drawn by different Borough- 
repeal of an old law or two keeping people| monger villains. I would paste them up in D 
out of Parliament. It is millions and hun-| the window of my shop in Ficet-street ; and, 
dreds of millions ef gold that he wants, or| whep they had been there some time, ! would On 
he wants the means of enabling people to live | sell them by auction at some public place. 
without eating, vr to die with hunger without | Oh, God! The Normans ; the descendants of 
complaining. If he can find out either of | those who “ come over with the Conquerer,” 
these, he, as Mr. Arrwoop says, “‘ is the | drawing and signing checks for ten or fifteen 
mon: if he cannot, Mr, ATrwoopd would be} shillings! Oboh! It really brings up 4 My Le 
just as wise if he were to bestow his coaxing|sigh from the calves of my legs! The Tw 
upon that silly yong pigeon there, that sits|mean, the base, the dastardly vagabonds: cour. 
pruning his wings upon my gravary, and| applaud the Small-note Bill; praise the Go- band 
which | shall, very likely, have in a pie to-| vernment for assing it; and after this issue ut. 
morrow, | cheeks to evade its provisions! Ah! they are gain “ 
Thus, my friends, have I laid before you a| caught! ‘This check affair is an indubitable dred g 
mass Of very interesting matter; if I had | proof of the desperateness of théir state. ‘The to ex 
room I would add an extract from the “‘ bloody | beggarly trick will not serve them long. mi P 
old Beelzebub newspaper,’ which, even since | What ! 1 thought that Goucsurn told us, that ma 
my last, shows signs of the increasing doubt | there would be a greater number of fives when provid 
of the durability of the system. This base|the ones were gone! Clever fellow! Well ofa ng 
aud infamous newspaper begins to auticipate | worth six thousand a year salary’ breath 
a breaking up of all things ; and it expresses! Well! no matter. A people that will submit hand , 
its anticipativns in po very obscure language. | to all this ia silence, cannot be made to suffer ’ 
The people who read this paper; the people | too much. tome & 
who ee a aud $m 74 uphold a de- _ re for 
serve swi struction! They are the ve , > ; 
worst people in this kingdom; they delight in WHAT WILL BE DONE es <p ‘ 
lies, baseness, and blood, However, many of| Scores of people ask me this. My at nf Picla 
them are justly punished ; for, hy acting upon | ¥®5 given in 1817, in that address, 10 e on has th 
the opinions inculeated by this paper, they |*00k my leave of England: ‘ In all ry 
ensure their ruin. ~ es the whole of the a - 
‘ 
ay my fend, age cg eT 
Your faithful friend, aud obedient Servant, » Bee * ° to be 
4“ dering standing army, will continue 
Ww». COBBETT. ss taxes joans from the Bank, 
N. B. It is a long while since I saw auum- | « | } moment, and 
ber of OLD Moraes Manag, or, the ** Bain- Givance;'to the latest m, amidst 








